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Abstract: This work looks at the political discourse of Marshal Ion Antonescu
from the perspective of international relations theory, specifically realism and
idealism. There is no agreement yet among historians and political scientists
regarding the nature of the regime of Ion Antonescu. Some have called him a
nationalist, a fascist dictator, others see in him a moderate dictator, or simply an
opportunist politician. Therefore, further exploration of his political personality
from the lenses of international relations theory should not be dismissed. One
way of conducting this exploration can be done by comparing his personal
writings, diplomatic letters and political correspondence with the main features of
realism and idealism. The existent literature on the subject is also used in order to
provide insight into how other scholars have perceived Ion Antonescu. The study
is first concerned with identifying the main characteristics of realism and idealism,
afterwards it analyses Ion Antonescu’s political ideas as selected from his
published volumes, correspondence, political statements and actions. The
conclusion shows how despite the existence of serious examples where Ion
Antonescu displays an idealist ideology (most of these are found in the pre-1939
period), the circumstances of his political activity have led to this aspect of his
political thinking being replaced with realism.
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Rezumat: Aceasti lucrare analizeaza discursul politic al maregalului Ion
Antonescu din perspectiva teoriei relatiilor internationale, in special a realismului
si idealismului. Nu existd incd un acord intre istorici si politologi cu privire la
natura regimului lui lon Antonescu. Unii l-au numit nationalist sau dictator fascist,
altii vad in el un dictator moderat sau pur si simplu un politician oportunist. Prin
urmare, explorarea in continuare a personalitatii sale politice din perspectiva
teoriei relatiilor internationale nu ar trebui respinsa. O modalitate de
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a efectua aceasta explorare se poate face raportand scrierile sale personale,
scrisorile diplomatice si corespondenta politica la principalele trasaturi ale
realismului $i idealismului. Literatura consacratd pe aceastd tema este utilizatd, de
asemenea, pentru a oferi indicatii despre cum l-au perceput ceilalti savanti pe Ion
Antonescu. Studiul este preocupat mai intai de identificarea principalelor
caracteristici ale realismului §i idealismului, ulterior urmand analiza gandirii
politice a lui Ion Antonescu aga cum se poate percepe din volumele sale publicate,
din corespondenta si din declaratiile si actiunile sale politice. Concluzia arata ci,
in ciuda existentei unor exemple importante in care lon Antonescu afiseaza o
ideologie idealista (majoritatea acestora se regasesc in perioada anterioarda anului
1939), circumstantele activitatii sale politice au dus la Inlocuirea acestei orientiri a
gandirii sale politice cu realismul.
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