Analele Universitdtii ,,Ovidius” din Constanta — Seria Stiinte Politice
Annals of the ,,Ovidins” University of Constanta — Political Science Series
Volume 8 (2019): 7-22

SAINT JOHN CASSIAN’S VISION ON THE RELATION
BETWEEN GRACE AND LIBERTY

Nicusor TUCA*, Dragos BALAN**

Received: 9 October 2019 Accepted for publication: 20 November 2019

Abstract: The orthodox doctrine states that the beginning of salvation is made
by divine grace, as uncreated energy, combating Pelagianism and
Semipelagianism. Saint John Cassian, rightly included among the “great teachers
and spiritual masters”, is considered by Owen Chadwick, together with Blessed
Augustine, the personality who dominated the 5" century. Saint John Cassian
highlights in his writings, especially in the second series of “Conferences”
(Conferences XI-XT7II) his teaching regarding the relationship between grace and
free will, a teaching he had learned from Scripture, from theologians from the
East and from many of the Western writers before Augustine (West theologian
who supported predestination). The 73” Conference is a broad analysis of the
relationship between grace and will of freedom, not only in the context of
human effort to obtain salvation and perfection, but also in the process of
conversion.
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Rezumat: Doctrina ortodoxa afirma ca inceputul mantuirii il face harul divin, ca
energie necreatd, combatind pelagianismul si semipelagianismul. Sfantul Ioan
Cassian, inclus pe buni dreptate in randul ,marilor invatitori si maestrii
duhovnicesti”, fiind considerat de Owen Chadwick, alaturi de Fericitul Augustin,
personalitatea care a dominat veacul al V-lea, evidentiaza in scrierile sale, in special
in a doua serie a ,,Convorbitilor” (Comvorbirite XI-X11I) invatitura sa privitoare la
raportul dintre har §i libera vointd, invatitura pe care o aflase din Scriptura, de la
teologii din Rasrit $i de la multi din scriitori apuseni dinaintea lui Augustin (teolog
apusean care sustinea predestinatia). Comvorbirea a XlIll-a este o analiza ampla a
raportului dintre har si libertatea de vointa, nu numai in contextul efortului uman in
vederea dobandirii mantuirii $i desavarsirii, ci si in procesul convertirii.
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