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Abstract: The European Union (EU) stands as a unique regional integration
model, established with the aim of ensuring a steady development for its Member
States, set up in an area devoided of internal borders. The concept of common
identity represents an important component of a wider debate regarding the
European integration. Moreover, with the accession of the new Member States,
the mobility of European citizens led to changes in the EU policies regarding the
citizens’ rights. Consequently, the hypothesis proposed in the present historical
analysis attempts to ascertain whether the development of the European Union’s
citizenship is as an element that endorses the assimilation of European values in
any country where the citizens live, work or study. While much of the existing
research is focused on the freedom of movement, the present examines a number
of other cross-border rights such as: the European Citizens’ Initiative, the right
to consular protection by the embassies of other EU Member States and the
engagement of EU mobile citizens in the local political life. Having said that, when
it comes to the life of the European citizens, did the European Union make any
changes that are tangible or does it remain just as a bureaucratic machine, far
removed from being able to act in the interest of the people? In this paper, we are
examining the context that determined the emergence of the EU citizenship
project as well as the contributions made to the European Union legislation in
this regard. Moreover, the empirical part of the present historical analysis will take
into consideration the Europeans’ perception regarding the EU citizenship and
their attachment to the European values.
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Rezumat: Uniunea Europeani (UE) reprezinta un model unic de integrare
regionald care are ca scop asigurarea prosperitatii statelor membre si care a
dezvoltat cu acest scop o piata unicd, fird frontiere. In acest context, conceptul
de identitate comuna reprezinta o componenta importanta a dezbaterii cu privire
la integrarea europeana. Mai mult, odatd cu aderarea noilor state membre
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est-europene, mobilitatea cetdtenilor curopeni a dus la schimbari in politicile UE
privind drepturile cetatenilor. In consecinti, ipoteza prezentei lucrari de cercetare
abordeaza modul de dezvoltare a cetateniei Uniunii Europene ca element ce
sustine asimilarea valorilor europene, indiferent de tara in care cettenii locuiesc,
muncesc sau studiazd. Majoritatea cercetarilor existente dezbat subiectul dreptului
la libera circulatie, existand si un cumul de alte drepturi transfrontaliere care vor
fi analizate in acest articol, precum: initiativa legislativa cetateneascd, dreptul la
protectie consulara de citre ambasadele altor state membre ale UE si implicarea
cetatenilor mobili ai UE in viata politica locala. In ceea ce priveste viata cotidiana
a cetatenilor, ne putem intreba dacid UE actioneaza spre a imbunatiti semnificativ
traiul sau este vazutd ca un aparat birocratic, aflat departe de oameni? Ipoteza va
fi demonstrata prin examinarea contextului istoric care a determinat aparitia
cetateniei UE si prin analiza contributiilor transpuse in domeniul legislativ al
Uniunii Europene. Mai mult, partea empiricd a acestei analize va avea in vedere
compararea rezultatelor Eurobarometrelor cu privire la perceptia resortisantilor
statelor membre ale Uniunii Europene in legaturd cu cetatenia UE, precum si
atasamentul acestora la valorile europene.
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