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E.U. AS A GLOBAL ACTOR?
THE IMBALANCE BETWEEN ECONOMIC
AND POLITICAL INTEGRATION
WEAKENS THE E.U.

Olga GUBOVA*

Abstract: The European Union (E.U.) is a unique interconnection of states,
which has helped the peaceful development of Europe in the last sixty years.
Initially, E.U had at its core the idea of gradual economic integration
representing a platform for confronting national interests and for seeking
consensus. The success of this model was also confirmed by the perpetual E.U.
enlargement waves, while E.U. activities went far beyond the initial expectations.
E.U. strengthens Burope’s position in international relations; membership and
integration also strengthen the position of individual states, especially the
position of medium-sized and small states. In recent years, the growth of the
E.U. decelerated. The imbalance between the common integrated economy and
the political unwillingness to deepen integration in the political sphere,
represented the main source for this dissonance. Historically, all the critical
situations that threatened the E.U. with the risk of disintegration, led to a
deepening of the E.U. integration process. The current puzzle has three
solutions and three basic directions may present themselves in the future: 1) a
direction of political integration; 2) a direction of stagnation; and 3) a direction
towards disintegration both in the economic and political areas. Each of these
directions may become a reality in the future. The present paper provides an
analysis of each of those directions.
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Rezumat: Uniunea Europeani (U.E.) reprezinta o intrepatrundere unicd de state
care a ajutat la dezvoltarea pasnici a Europei in ultimii saizeci de ani. Initial,
integrarea economicd graduald a fost in centrul proiectului european,
reprezentind o platformd pentru confruntarea intereselor nationale precum si
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pentru cdutarea consensului. Succesul acestui model a fost confirmat de valurile
continue de extindere europeand, la care se adaugi faptul cd activitatle
intreprinse de U.E. au depasit cu mult asteptarile initiale. Uniunea BEuropeana
intireste pozitia Buropei in relatiile internationale, in timp ce calitatea de
membru si procesul de integrare intareste, de asemenea, pozitia statelor
individuale — mai ales a celor mici si mijlocii. In ultimii ani, dezvoltarea U.E. a
fost marcatd de o incetinire a ritmului de crestere. Cauza principald care a dus la
aceasta sincopa a fost reprezentati de existenta unui dezechilibru intre economia
comuni si integratd §i lipsa de vointd politicd in ce priveste o integrare mai
adanci a sferei politice. Dintr-o perspectiva istoricd, toate situatiile critice care au
amenintat Uniunea Europeand cu riscul dezintegririi, au dus in cele din urma, la
o adancire a procesului de integrare european. Puzzle-ul cu care ne confruntim
In prezent are trei solutii in contextul In care in viitor se prevad trei potentiale
directii de actiune: 1) o directie a integrarii politice; 2) o directie a stagndrii; si 3) o
directie citre o dezintegrare atat politicd cat si economicd. Fiecare dintre aceste
directii poate deveni realitate in viitor. Studiul de fatd oferd o analizd a fiecareia
dintre cele trei situatii amintite.
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